CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WEEK 2010
OMC PARISH SCHOOL

By Louise Jakubik, PhD, RN -- OMC Parent


Good evening/morning.  It is certainly a privilege to be here today to speak in support of OMC Parish School.  It is a very special place where parents, teachers, clergy, staff, and administrators work together to prepare our children to be effective learners, to be kind and caring citizens, and to be faithful Christians.      
To ALL OMC parishioners, I would like to take this opportunity to thank you for the financial and spiritual support that you provide to your school.   If you are a parent of a toddler or a preschooler, I encourage you to seriously consider OMC Parish School for your child’s education.  I would like to take just a few minutes to share with you why OMC Parish School is an excellent choice.

Just three years ago, my husband Mark and I were selecting a school for our oldest child, Caroline.  It felt a little surreal.  The decision was so important to us, as I am sure it is to you; and to every parent of a young child.  It was kindergarten.  She was five years old.  Yet somehow the decision seemed so important.  (I have often joked that the decision about which school to select for Caroline felt more like “Harvard or Yale” than ABCs and 123s.)   We wanted to choose the best school for our daughter and, ultimately, for our son Patrick as well.  We went to the OMC Parish School open house during Catholic Schools’ Week (like the one we invite you to today).  We attended observation days in the kindergarten classroom.  We wrestled with the decision.  Over time, we felt that God was calling us: our family, our children to be at OMC Parish School.  Still, this was a big decision.  We wondered…, would it be the right decision?  We went away on our vacation that summer and talked daily about whether we’d made the right choice.    
On the first day of kindergarten we stood with the other kindergarteners and their parents while Caroline cried and cried, not wanting to leave us for her first day of school. When the bells rang for the start of the day, Ms Gallagher, Caroline’s kindergarten teacher, looked me in the eyes and in her characteristic reassuring, take-charge way said “She’ll be fine.  If she’s not, I’ll call you at 10:30.”  And off Caroline went hand-in-hand with Ms. Gallagher to her first day at OMC Parish School.  We knew at that moment we were in good hands.  I have never once since that moment doubted that our family is in the right place.  

Since that first day of kindergarten 2.5 years ago, Patrick has had the opportunity to attend pre-school and now kindergarten with Mrs. Lannon and Mrs. Mayberry, and Caroline has gone on to complete 1st grade with Ms. Tobin and now 2nd grade with Mrs. Weir.  Our children are young.  They are in a very formative time where they are learning about ABCs and 123s, but they are also learning about what it means to grow in the Catholic faith and about how to be kind, generous, and compassionate citizens.
The theme of catholic schools’ week is about the “dividends of a catholic school education.”  Therefore, as an OMC Parish School parent, I would like to briefly summarize for you the investments you are making in an OMC School education and the dividends that education provides individual OMC students as well as both the present and future of OMC Parish School.    

OMC Parish School sets the stage for its students’ formation, cultivation, and growth through the school’s core values.  These core values include: 
(1.) a commitment to academic rigor and excellence; 
(2.) a commitment to building a strong sense of community where parents, teachers, and administrators are partners in each student’s education; 
(3.) a commitment to guiding students’ in the catholic faith; and 
(4.) a commitment to doing good works in the community and in the world.   
The school lives its values in a variety of ways; most notably through the good works, talents and dedication of its teachers.  The teachers at OMC Parish School are certified, many are masters prepared or in graduate school, and some have been recognized by the City and the Arch Diocese for their exceptional teaching abilities.  They are an impressive group of individuals.
This is a particularly exciting time in the life of OMC Parish School as it rolls out its Strategic Plan; a plan that complements the Parish’s comprehensive Pastoral Plan and is an outgrowth of the work of the School’s Advisory Board over the past two years.   (You are invited to pick up a copy of the strategic plan as you leave the Mass today.)  This Strategic Plan encompasses four areas of focus: (1.) Catholic Identify; (2.) Academic Excellence; (3.) Enrollment and Retention; and (4.) Advancement.   The Board has commissioned task forces to address key issues in each of these areas.  These task forces are working on specific strategies to enact the pillars of the strategic plan.  

While each pillar of the strategic plan is important, one pillar of the strategic plan involves you.  A specific “enrollment and retention” initiative is to increase parishioner enrollment at OMC Parish School.  This task force will be focusing on expanding and focusing communication with parishioners and particularly with those parishioners with young children.  So stay tuned for more information in the months to come.  

In closing, I again invite all of you to learn more about OMC Parish School…pick up a copy of the strategic plan; come next door to the school’s open house; speak to an OMC School Parent about our experiences.  My husband Mark and I would certainly welcome the opportunity to talk to you about OMC School and how it can meet your child’s educational and spiritual needs.  An OMC Parish School Education is an investment with many dividends.  Thank you.                
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